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THE MILITARY DIMENSION OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: A NEW
CHALLENGE FOR MODERN DIPLOMACY

This article focuses on the potential threat to the implementation of the concept of sustainable
development, as the economic, social and environmental components undergo negative changes as a result of the
Russian-Ukrainian war, as a confrontation between a terrorist country and a democratic progressive world,
acquiring such destructive features as a global economic crisis, genocide and ecocide. The aim of our study is to
demonstrate the need to expand the range of sustainable development to an additional dimension - the military, in
response to the challenges of modern world politics. The article reveals the essence of the military dimension of
sustainable development along with economic, social and environmental dimensions based on methods of
empirical observation and deduction. Empirical analysis allowed us to identify tools to ensure the military
dimension of sustainable development and give it a description. The definition of military decoupling as one of
the indicators of effective implementation of the sustainable development concept, using the methods of theoretical
analysis, synthesis and analogy. It is substantiated that military decoupling, by its nature, is more related to the
decoupling of environmental impact than to resource decoupling. The application of the results of the research in
practice will allow to respond objectively to the challenges of modern world politics by using appropriate tools: to
transform modern diplomacy into uncompromising in matters of compliance with the norms of international law
by all participants in international relations to an equal extent, to correct the shortcomings of international
organizations, fill gaps in international law, increase the effectiveness of global security and adequate timely
response to global threats, to effectively solve the global problems of mankind, to mitigate the negative effects of
globalization, when the protracted crisis in one region of the world eventually spreads to the entire world
community. The obtained research results and further study of military sustainable development and military
decoupling will actualize modern diplomacy, will contribute to the further unhindered implementation of the
concept of sustainable development, and the short-term perspective of applying such an approach will demonstrate
a high level of adaptability of the world community to relevant conditions, and therefore the stability of the global
world in the face of new challenges.

Keywords: sustainable development, dimensions of sustainable development, military decoupling,
modern diplomacy.

MLIITAPHUI BUMIP CTAJIOT O PO3BUTKY: HOBI/II/I BUKJIUK JJIA
CYYACHOI JAUTIJIOMATII

Y wiii CTaTTi 3aKIEHTOBAHO yBary Ha MOTCHILHIA 3arposi Ui peaisarii KOHIEMNIi{ cTaioro PO3BHTKY,
TaK sIK eKOHOMIYHa, COILlialbHA Ta EKOJOTiYHA CKIAJ0BI 3a3HAIOTH HETAaTHUBHUX 3MIH B PE3YJIbTaTi POCICHKO-
YKpaiHChKOI BifHHM, SIK IPOTUCTOSIHHS KpaiHU-TEPOpHUCTa Ta AEMOKPATUYHOTO IIPOrPECUBHOTO CBITY, HAOyBalOYH
TaKHX JIECTPYKTHUBHUX O3HAK SIK CBITOBA €KOHOMIYHA KpH3a, TE€HOLMJ Ta eKOIHJ. MeTOr HAIIOT0 JOCIiHKEHHS
€ TIPOJIEMOHCTPYBAaTH HEOOXiJHICTh PO3IIMPEHHS /diala30Hy CTAlIOT0 PO3BUTKY Ha JONATKOBHHA BHUMIp —
MUTITapHUH, Y BIAMOBiAh Ha BUKJIMKH Cy9acHOiI CBITOBOI MOMITHKU. B CTaTTi pO3KPHUTO CyTh MIJIITAPHOTO BUMIpY
CTAJIOTO PO3BUTKY HA PSIy 3 €KOHOMIYHWM, COI[iaJIbHMM Ta €KOJOTIYHMM BUMIpaMH Ha OCHOBI METOJIiB
EMIIpUIHOTO CIIOCTEPEKEHHS  Ta nemykuii. Emmipumunuii  aHamiz J03BOJIMB BU3HAYUTH IHCTpPyMEHTapin
3a0e3MeYCHHs MIIITApHOTO BUMIPY CTalOro PO3BUTKY Ta JaTd HOMy XapaKTepUCTHKy. JlaHO BHM3HAYCHHS
MUITAPHOTO IEKAILIIHTY, SIK OJHOTO 3 IHIUKATOPiB C(l)eKTI/IBHOI peanisaiii KOHIEINii CTanoro posBHUTKY, 3a
JIOTIOMOT'0I0 METO/IiB TEOPETHYHOTO aHalli3y, CHHTe3y Ta aHayorii. OOrpyHTOBaHO, 0 MUTITAPHUH JEKaIUTiHT 3a
CBOEIO CYTTIO OUIBIIOI0 MIpOI0 BITHOCHTBHCS JIO JEKAIUIIHI'Y BIUIMBY Ha HABKOJIMIIHE CEPEIOBHINE, HIK 1O
pecypcHOro. 3acTOCyBaHHS PE3yIbTATIB 3IHCHEHOTO TOCTIIKSHHSI Ha MIPAKTHUII J03BOJIUTH IIJISIXOM ONIepyBaHHS
BiJIIIOBiTHUM 1HCTpyMEHTapieM 00’ €KTHBHO BifjpearyBaTy Ha BUKJIUKHU Cy4acHOI CBITOBOT MOJIITHKH: TIEPETBOPUTH
Cy4JacHy MAWIUIOMATiI0 Ha OE3KOMIPOMICHY B NHTaHHAX JOTPUMAaHHA HOPM MDKHAapOIAHOTO IIpaBa BCiMa
y9acHHUKaMH MIDXHApOAHWX BIIHOCHH Yy pIiBHIM Mipi, BUIIpaBUTH HEIONIKM (YHKIIOHYBAHHS MIKHApPOJHUX
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oprasizailii, 3aI0BHUTH IPOTAIMHH Y MIXKHAPOAHOMY TIpaBi, MiABUIINTH e(hEeKTHBHICTb MEXaHI3My 3a0e3MeueHHs
ri100anbHOT Oe3MeKH Ta aeKBaTHOTO CBOEYACHOTO pearyBaHHs Ha 3arpo3u, €()eKTHBHO BHpIIIyBaTH riio0albHi
npoOJIEMH JIFO/ICTBA, 3HIBEIOBAaTH HETATHBHI HACIIKH TI100ai3allii, KOJIn 3aTsDKHA KpU3a B OJTHOMY PETioHi CBITY
3 YacoM pPO3IOBCIOKYEThCA Ha BCIO CBITOBY CHiNbHOTY. OTpHMaHI pe3yNnpTaTd AOCTIIKCHHS 1 ITOJajbIIe
BHUBYCHHS MITITAPHOTO CTAJIOTO PO3BUTKY Ta MIJITAPHOTO NEKAIUTIHTY aKTyali3yIOTh CydYacHy IHUILIOMATIo,
CHOPUATAMYTh TOAAJBININ O€3MepeIrkofHii peani3amii KOHIENIii CTaxoro pPO3BUTKY, a KOPOTKOCTPOKOBA
MEPCIEeKTHBA 3aCTOCYBAaHHS TAKOTO IIiIX0AY IPOIEMOHCTPY€E BUCOKHI PiBEHb aIaliTUBHOCTI CBITOBOI CHIIFHOTH
JIO0 PETICBAaHTHUX YMOB, a OTKE CTIHKOCTI INT0OAIBHOTO CBITY Iepe]] HOBUMH BUKIHKAMU.

Kniouogi cnosa: cmanuii po3gumox, UMIipu Cmano20 pO3GUMKY, MINimapHuil Oekaniine, cyuacha
OUNTOMAMISL.

Introduction. The modern world, which after the Second World War embarked on the
path of peaceful settlement of international disputes and focuses on sustainable development as
a fundamental paradigm of the global economy, is experiencing a turning point in human
history - the war of the Nazi dictatorship with a democratic progressive world, the results of
which directly affect the future of the sustainable development concept: either the international
community continues to move towards socio-economic prosperity in harmony with the
environment, or the world is doomed to chaos, irresponsible destruction of centuries-old
cultural and recreational heritage, complete ecosystem neglect and population by means of war.

War is clearly an unpredictable process, as its course and culmination are influenced by
a number of factors - from the internal potential of the warring parties to the individual national
interests of all countries, especially developed countries as major players on the geopolitical
map of the world. But an empirical analysis of current events and their impact on the world
economy makes it possible to identify its new trends and potential changes. In an environment
where international agreements are not an argument for security, there is a tendency to increase
the armed capabilities of states, which, of course, will entail negative consequences and
additional burdens on the environment. In this case, there is a need to expand the range of
sustainable development to another dimension - military, which should include eco-innovative
development of military weapons, aimed at weakening the relationship between capacity
building and the state of the ecosystem, that is focused on military decoupling. We believe that
in the light of current events and as a result of the irreversible point of launching global
transformation processes in world politics, in the context of ensuring the effective
implementation of the sustainable development concept of military decoupling deserves special
attention of the scientific community.

Literature Review. Sustainable development was most loudly stated in 1987 in the
report of the World Commission on Environment and Development (Brundtland Commission)
“Our Common Future” (1987), as “satisfying the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”. In turn, the UN Sustainable
Development Agenda 2030 “Transformation of our world” (2015) emphasizes the global
commitment to sustainable development in its three dimensions - economic, social and
environmental - in a balanced and integrated way. The aim of our study is to demonstrate the
need to expand this range of sustainable development to an additional dimension - the military,
in response to the challenges of modern world politics.

Decoupling of environmental pressure from economic growth is first addressed by the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in its report “Indicators
for Measuring Environmental Deduction from Economic Growth” (2002), in which the term
“decoupling” refers to the gap between and “economic gains”, which has become one of the
main goals of the OECD Environment Strategy for the first decade of the 21st century. In the
context of our study, special attention was focused on the analysis of approaches to the
definition of decoupling and its varieties. Thus, The OECD Environment Program (Indicat.,
2002) defines decapitation as: “the distinction between economic growth and environmental
pressure, which occurs when the rate of growth of environmental pressure is less than its
economic driving force, such as gross domestic product GDP) for a certain period of time”,
emphasizing that the sign of decoupling is the predominance of economic growth of the
economic system over the environmental damage it causes.
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Also, M. Fischer-Kowalski et al. (2011) believe that decapitation is “when less resources
are used per unit of output and the environmental impact of any resources used or from
economic activities is reduced”, which shows that environmental damage is assessed by two
groups of factors: resource and environmental factors.

In turn, S. Bringezu et al. (2017) considers the following to be decoupling: “resource
use or some pressure on the environment grows more slowly than the economic activity that
causes it or decreases, while economic activity continues to grow”, noting the widening gap
between economic growth and environmental the damage it does as one of the signs of
decoupling.

L. Korolchuk (2021) synthesized all the above signs of decoupling, which gave a
comprehensive definition of it: “as a state of the economic system in which its economic growth
outweighs the environmental damage it does to the ecosystem through two groups of factors:
environmental factors with the prospect of widening such a gap in the future.”

As we can see from the definition, decoupling, depending on the nature of
environmental damage, is divided into two types: resource decoupling, which provides for the
rupture of the relationship between economic growth and the use of non-renewable resources
in social and production processes, is necessary to ensure the stable functioning of the economic
system in conditions of lack of resources; environmental impact decoupling, which means the
functioning of an economic system without the release of harmful products of its life into the
ecosystem, is important in combating environmental pollution.

Objectives of the article: to demonstrate the need to expand the range of sustainable
development to an additional dimension - the military, in response to the challenges of modern
world politics, to reveal its essence and identify the relevant tools for its ensuring.

Methodology. The article is based on the results of a theoretical study of the conceptual
foundations of the sustainable development concept and observation of current events and
trends in world politics in the light of the Russian-Ukrainian war. The research used such
methods of scientific knowledge as: empirical analysis and deduction in elucidating the essence
of the military dimension of sustainable development along with economic, social and
environmental dimensions; empirical analysis allowed to determine the tools to ensure the
military dimension of sustainable development and give it a description; using the methods of
theoretical analysis, synthesis and analogy, the definition of military decoupling is given as one
of the indicators of effective implementation of the sustainable development concept.

Results and Discussion. As the war with the systematic violation of the rules of war
and international humanitarian law, which became possible today, in addition to the destruction
of the Ukrainian people threatens to exacerbate food and environmental global problems, there
IS a need to revise the arsenal of world peace, because under such conditions the implementation
of the sustainable development concept is threatened as economic, social and environmental
components undergo negative changes, gaining such destructive features as the global
economic crisis, genocide and ecocide. To prevent the development of such phenomena and
further effective implementation of the concept of sustainable development, it is necessary to
improve the international regulatory mechanism of the world order, expand the range of
diplomatic means in accordance with modern challenges, when there is a tendency to increase
military capacity in the world to ensure national security.

In this regard, based on the results of empirical observation and deduction methods, we
propose to expand the range of sustainable development to the following dimensions:

1. Economic, which provides for economic growth and development of the world
economic system without harming the environment by reorienting production to
environmentally friendly.

2. Social, is to preserve the population of the planet in all its numbers and diversity in
terms of its harmonious coexistence with the environment.

3. Ecological, involves the preservation and viability of the ecosystem in the context of
global economic growth.

4. Military, is to increase the ability to ensure global security without harm to the world
economy, the world’s population and the environment.
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The need to expand the range of dimensions of sustainable development to its military
dimension is due to the difference in tools to ensure each. Thus, the tools to ensure the economic
dimension of sustainable development include the following: market regulation, economic
incentives, environmental responsibility of companies, etc.; to the tools of ensuring the social
dimension of sustainable development - pricing policy, environmental education and public
awareness, development of waste sorting infrastructure, "green” employment, etc.; the tools for
ensuring the environmental dimension of sustainable development include the following:
environmental standards, development and implementation of eco-innovation in all spheres of
socio-economic life, global environmental responsibility, etc.; and instruments for ensuring the
military dimension of sustainable development - nuclear disarmament, arms market control,
international protection of facilities, the destruction of which will have a negative impact on
sustainable economic, social or environmental development.

We propose to consider the tools for ensuring the military dimension of sustainable
development in more detail:

- nuclear disarmament, which will reduce the principles of the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (1970) to total nuclear disarmament and the peaceful use of
nuclear technology, that is, it is a question of the world’s total renunciation of nuclear weapons
in order to ensure the main goal of sustainable development - the preservation of our planet for
future generations;

- control of the arms market for the de facto destruction of weapons of mass destruction,
which is inhumane as it can cause excessive damage or lead to unnecessary suffering of man
and all living things in the affected area, as well as reorientation of weapons production to
resource efficiency and environmental security and a quantitative reduction in the supply of
weapons in general;

- international protection of objects, the destruction of which will have a negative impact
on sustainable economic, social or environmental development, which would include the
accounting of objects whose damage is a threat to the life of the world economy, the world's
population and ecosystem. In other words, it is advisable to create a list of untouched sites
around the world: strategically important infrastructure and logistics facilities, industrial
enterprises, health care facilities, nuclear power plants, natural and recreational facilities,
cultural monuments, etc., military encroachment which would be qualified as a threat to global
collective security, which would entail instant forceful suppression of the conflict by the
collective forces of the world community.

The tools we have proposed will be liquid under the condition of a thorough
transformation of the system of ensuring world order and the system of collective international
security as well as the transformation of modern diplomacy into an uncompromising one in
matters of compliance with the norms of international law by all participants in international
relations equally. The functions of international organizations called upon to solve global
problems, including the problem of war and peace, also need to be reconsidered. The whole
system of international organizations, which demonstrates low effectiveness of countering
threats in case of force majeure, needs to be reformed in accordance with the goals of
sustainable development in the light of current trends in world politics.

We believe that in the current circumstances, one of the indicators of effective
implementation of the sustainable development concept should be military decoupling, which
based on the above can be interpreted as a gap between global security and harm to the world
economy, population and ecosystem.

According to the above classifications of decoupling, military decoupling is provided
by saving natural resources, including, but in essence is more related to decoupling of
environmental impact, as failure to address security issues on a global scale in a timely manner
can lead to the irreversible destruction of our planet and all living things on it, leaving no chance
for future generations to live. In addition, the resource aspect can be provided in part by recycled
munitions due to their non-compliance with the new principles and standards of collective
global security.

117



EKOHOMIYHUU ®@OPYM 3/2022

Conclusions, discussions and recommendations. In our opinion, expanding the range
of sustainable development to another dimension - military, will allow by using appropriate
tools to respond objectively to the challenges of modern world politics: correct shortcomings
in international organizations, fill gaps in international law, increase the effectiveness of global
security and adequate timely response to threats. This approach will also allow to effectively
solve the global problems of humanity, which have only recently become more acute, such as
the problem of entry and peace, the problem of hunger and food, environmental problems and
others and, in addition, to mitigate the negative effects of globalization, when a protracted crisis
in one region of the world eventually spreads to the entire world community.

In turn, military decoupling should play the role of an indicator of sustainable military
development, in order to reduce the level of conflict in international relations, prevent a
recurrence of the arms race and the deployment of the Cold War. Only states with high
environmental responsibility will gain the upper hand in the arms market in the face of fierce
competition in light of the expected growing demand for weapons. It is military decoupling that
will signal a point of no return to the age of double standards in security and threat response,
the insurmountable gap between the era of power and the age of peace, justice and the exclusive
equal right to life and development of all nations. Further study of military sustainable
development and military decoupling as conditions for its provision will contribute to the
further smooth implementation of the sustainable development concept, and the short-term
perspective of such an approach will demonstrate a high level of adaptability of the world
community to relevant conditions.
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